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[COVID-19] Declaration of a State of Emergency in response to the

Novel Coronavirus Disease (February 26)
February 26, 2021

[Provisional Translation]

Pursuant to Article 32, Paragraph 1 of the Act on Special Measures for Pandemic Influenza and
New Infectious Diseases Preparedness and Response (Act No. 31 of 2012), the government
has declared a state of emergency in relation to the novel coronavirus disease since January 7,
2021. It has also decided that the areas subject to measures under the state of emergency are
amended as follows, effective from March 1, 2021:

1. The duration in which measures for the state of emergency shall be implemented

The duration will be from January 8 to March 7, 2021. When it is deemed that the measures for
the state of emergency are no longer necessary, the state of emergency shall be lifted
expeditiously in accordance with Article 32, Paragraph 5 of the Act on Special Measures for
Pandemic Influenza and New Infectious Diseases Preparedness and Response.

2. Areas where measures for the state of emergency shall be implemented

Saitama, Chiba, Tokyo, and Kanagawa. In these areas, the Government coninues to closely
assess the infection situations as wil as the burdens over medical treatment structue and public
health structure, ensuring more thorougoing implementation of the preventive measures against
infection towards March 7, the end date of the duration in which measures for the state of
emergency shall be implemented.

3. Overview of the state of emergency
Regarding the novel coronavirus disease,

« It has been confirmed that, compared to seasonal influenza, patients develop pneumonia with
considerably higher ratio; and

+ The infections are transmitted beyond prefectural borders or being spread; and, it is causing
disruptions in the medical treatment structure and public health structure.

Therefore, it has been determined that a situation has emerged that could cause a serious

damage to the lives and health of the people and have a great impact the daily lives of the
people as well as national economy through the rapid and nationwide spread of infections.

2021548148 REREELEFBHEZER WANBGIR) EAEH

Press Conference on the Request by Osaka Prefecture to Apply
Priority Measures to Prevent the Spread of Disease and other Matters

March 31, 2021
[ 1wt | © soare |

[Provisional Translation]

(On the request by Osaka Prefecture to apply priority measures to prevent the spread of
disease)

Since infections have been spreading, centered on Osaka, the Government has been
responding with heightened vigilance. It is in this context that this evening, Osaka Prefecture
made a request and the five relevant ministers met, making the decision to convene a meeting
tomorrow moming and have measures to prevent the spread of infection taken up there. That
said, the geographical areas [to be subject to such measures] and time frame [for measures to
be in effect] have not yet been formally decided. The Government will iake these response
measures in close cooperation with the local governments.

(On the time period for measures to be in effect)

As for what kind of direction will emerge in the discussions by the advisory committee, the
request by Osaka was officially received today, and the Government will act in cooperation with
Osaka in mounting a response.

(On the decision to lift the declaration of the state of emergency)

It is also a fact that there were emphatic requests in the local areas to have the declaration lifted.
Against that background, the decision was taken after consulting the experts.

(On priority measures to prevent the spread of disease being applied to areas other than Osaka
Prefecture)

That needs to be unified through collaboration, so we will respond by acting in close cooperation
with the local governments.

(On priority measures to prevent the spread of disease being applied to areas other than Osaka
Prefecture [follow-up question])

Regardless of where [the request] comes from, we have been discussing for several days what
will be necessary to mutually prevent the spread of infection between areas, and we will decide
our direction forward in light of that.
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