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Table 1
Agr-specific data for seven [ d deaths from all s specific causes for three months, compased with COVID-19 cases and deaths from the
mdmmnmwa—ummn(mmthummhmw which varses by reporting method)

Cowmoy  Age  Pugubiion  Allcwee dratl Unintrscssnal 1T deaths Influenzs Cenfirmed  COVID-1S deaths  COVID-13

o wgury deathy deaths  COND-10 deatds a5 %

- case of all dewths

F1LSEVIER Journal homepage: www . elsevier.com/locate/puhe = per 100000 1 ST 100000 n . perd o p »  per 100000

usa U4y AEN0ITS 0303 1K 22 18 1% 080 4 a8e & 003 0082
1 5 A 075.165 1361 AN 194 047 3 s L) 17523 7T om nsi4s
Letter to the Editor Urieed oay RS2SRl 12es EFR P M ox 4 an 2 om o1
s 2 . Kinglom 10-19y TSI 103 40 W ass £ o 2 1245 5 012 29755
Children's mortality from COVID-19 compared with all-deaths and L ttaly o8y smemz  an aa 17 am 1 ea 5 1774 4 oo noise
- . - . - 1019y 5768874 M 36 0 DES) 3 s 3 N o oo 0000
other relevant causes of death: epidemiological information for = Carsamy 08y TARWS 7% lem %6 047 W o1 ' w21 oo A
REP > 23y 5 1019y 05657 341 A U am 1 o6 1 7150 2 oo 0SET
decision-making by parents, teachers, clinicians and policymakers Sen 04y  A;0ss I A 0 QA » ox i 55 3 o008 a6
W10y 4Msa0 45w 15 an 3 a5 1 15m 5 o Jaen
France 03y 7SI 795 1033 s ars 1 e HA NA 3 004 0377
W19y KBS\ 191 350 1/ a3 1 oo NA Na 1 on4 10508
Governments are grappling with the challenge of returning soci-  together to y. We obtained estimated numbers of Kores va 44EB4 414 0 ET T 10 024 NA 14 0 ooo 0.000%
eties o quast-normal following ‘lockdowns' to control the  deaths from other causes from Global Burden of Disease estimates’ W18y ASMOASS 32 A N o4 1 o0 NA 614 o oo 0.000%
TOTAL 137326595 13200 S.® 1056 77 3 en w7 ass M oom 0353%

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. Policymakers, the
public, and especially parents are understandably anxiows about
the implications of recpening nurseries and schools. In Europe, Nor-
way, Denmark. France and Germany have already reopened schools.
The UK government signalled its intention to do so from 1 June 2020
to vast unease and controversy amongst the public, not Jeast from
teachers’ unions whose arguments against premature reopening
o children through social distancing measures’ and questioned
campatibility with the UN convention on the rights of the child

Although decisions about allowing children 1o exit their homes,
and to restart schooling, are ultimately value judgements, we think
that understanding current risks to chilkdren from COVID-19 can be
aided through epidemiology and that this understanding should
underpin decision-makers’ and parents’ views.’ We accept that
there is much to learn about this new disease. and that the virus
is likely to change during the pandemic and add new complexities.

We synthesised information on COVID-19 in relation to ather
md&aﬁmlhewixhamdltwhmawdbuw
age-specific mortality * We examined mortality as an impartant
outcome providing accurate data, while recognising that reports
about a multisystem hyper-inflammatory state in children need
mvestigation and may modify our conclusions in due coarse’
Fortunately, the uumber of hospitalisations and intensive care
unit (1CU) admissions in children remains low."

We examined age-speafic data on COVID-19 deaths which had
been collated from official government sources for seven countries
up to 8-19 May 2020 ° These countries were chasen due to data
availability and high burden of adult COVID-19 death. The data
were first extracted by S8, and then cross-checked by SB. and |8,

Mt ik ) 10,1003 o 2020.05 047

except for influenza for which we examined official government
statistical websites and extracted death counts for up
to the last five years (2015-2019) To help to compare like-with-
like we adjusted mortality counts to reflect a three-month time
period (Table 1),

For this time period. in these seven countries combined, 44
COVID-19 deaths were reported in 42,846 confirmed cases {this
latrer number is likely to be 3 massive underestimare; data were
not available for France) in those aged 019 years (0~14 in USA)
This compares with 13200 estimated deaths from all-causes,
inchuding 1056 from unintentional injury, and 308 from lower res-
piratory tract infection (107 from infloenza). The situation in cach
country was almost identical, and in accordance with early data
from China" i.e. COVID raredy kills children, sven compared with
influenza. agalnst which many children are already vaccinated.
Our data show that for mortality COVID-19 is similar to flu, or
less severe, In children whilst being the opposite in adults.

Our analysis should help parents. teachers and policymakers to
mbhmmt&dmmmhdm&medmm
direct impact of COVID-19 on children. Political leaders, commu-
nities. climclans and parents should appreciate that the main
reason we are keeping children at home and socially isolated is to
protect adults. The ethics of this choice need to be publicly debated.
Adults, especially those at increased risk, including those with
comorbidities or the elderly, who are in close contact with children,
need shielding. In children. at least in this wave of the pandemic
and hopefully in the future, COVID-19 is 2 compasatively rare cause
of death. We need to maintain close surveillance of COVID-19 in
children in case this conclusion changes as the pandemic unfolds
and the virus (SARS-CoV-2), evolves.

0033-3506) 2020 The Royal Sececy for Peblic Heatth Poblished by Esevier Led. All righty reserved
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NA = not peblicly avallable: cosonaving disease 2015 (COVID-15).
Dars Soeeces.

1 Popudation: collated Sum national statuticsl agencies by The Demeographics of COVID-19 Deatli, N
herpes | (0c-covad s tmed. frfen),

2 AN cause deaths, unimestional isjury deachs, LETY deaths: Calcutated from Global Berden of Disease estimates. Avatlable online: Nty | yhedc e aithedacs urgghd- 2017,

3 Influenza deaths: Calostited lor three-rmontd pericad from mean number of deatts fram up 1o last 5 year avatlable from navonal scatistical apenoes, sxcept USA which 18
actual éata reported for period 1 Feb 2020 to © May 2020 Available online: hiaps |iwwow ol gov/sen s S corvid_weekyindes hima AgeAndsex.

4 COVID- 19 Cases: USA from Centres for Disease Control. Available anline: Mr [wowene cdcgony inchin s vare ook _wrekly. Ursted Kingdom from Public Health Englaad.
Available omline:  Datps jaesets publiving service gov.akige b emend_ data)fie/BS3 1 20.COVIDTS. Weekly_Report 13 _May pdl. Por
Scotfand (64 cascs in 0 14 yrar obds; hitpge | Setassdaontiand o find .uuu.ma-‘ and datapopulanan heakthivend | Bjcond 1B sracvtical-report) ) and Northem Ireland
(104 cames in O-15  year oMs  hope/app powertecomiiew T sy M @R NmLROTImES00DAR WETYTREINJADNZNWEIm NI fmi b SR ROWE 2 M
luwmmnmwmm.mmlmmunm)mumw.-npuh“‘nmu Iealy fromx: Istituto Supenioee di Sanka. Avaitable on-
lime: hrtzpa: | www, COVID-19-14-maggm-J020p& Cormany frasy Robert Kook batow Availatle
ondne hps: Avwmhdnﬂ:.mm.-nnwn.m mmm.smmmmmmnqmmmwuem Coroums v Bienestar So-
clal. Available unline: littpe: [ meschis pob esprofesionales) saludPublion coayes) destache il nCev-Ching d Baacton. 104 LOVID- 19 df

5. COVID- 19 Deaths: For Maly, Germany, Spatn. France and Korea: Collated from natimmasl try The wongraphics of COVID- 19 Deatda. Natsona] inanitueo for
Demographec Studies (INED). Avatldle onlne: atps:(do wmmnmmmw up to: 15 May 2020 (Spain). 18 May 2020 [Malyl 19 May 2000 (Ger-
many. Feance, Koreal Fot USA Rom Centres for Disease Cootrol up tu 8 May 2020 Available oolne hitps:wwwodc guv nchsmvas ormiomad, weebly indes
himeAgoAndSex. For United Kngdom: England and Wales dita from INED | It Me-covidvits smed [t feny) up te 10 May 2000 from N & Records of

up bo 10 May 2020 (0 34 yeart only) Avatlable omline fieps | iwwew rrmotband gav uk/covid )} Sctaty, Northers ireland from Northenn Sndand Statistics and Resesech Ageecy
Up 10 May 2020 |0~ 14 years onty) Avadadie online: Tips: | wwaw sord gov ki snss wisra gov uk s pellicanony Wieekly Deathe X135

| Inaritute for D Studes [INEDL Avallable omline
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[COVID-19] Declaration of a State of Emergency in response to the

Novel Coronavirus Disease (February 26)
February 26, 2021

[Provisional Translation]

Pursuant to Article 32, Paragraph 1 of the Act on Special Measures for Pandemic Influenza and
New Infectious Diseases Preparedness and Response (Act No. 31 of 2012), the government
has declared a state of emergency in relation to the novel coronavirus disease since January 7,
2021. It has also decided that the areas subject to measures under the state of emergency are
amended as follows, effective from March 1, 2021:

1. The duration in which measures for the state of emergency shall be implemented

The duration will be from January 8 to March 7, 2021. When it is deemed that the measures for
the state of emergency are no longer necessary, the state of emergency shall be lifted
expeditiously in accordance with Article 32, Paragraph 5 of the Act on Special Measures for
Pandemic Influenza and New Infectious Diseases Preparedness and Response.

2. Areas where measures for the state of emergency shall be implemented

Saitama, Chiba, Tokyo, and Kanagawa. In these areas, the Government coninues to closely
assess the infection situations as wil as the burdens over medical treatment structue and public
health structure, ensuring more thorougoing implementation of the preventive measures against
infection towards March 7, the end date of the duration in which measures for the state of
emergency shall be implemented.

3. Overview of the state of emergency
Regarding the novel coronavirus disease,

« It has been confirmed that, compared to seasonal influenza, patients develop pneumonia with
considerably higher ratio; and

+ The infections are transmitted beyond prefectural borders or being spread; and, it is causing
disruptions in the medical treatment structure and public health structure.

Therefore, it has been determined that a situation has emerged that could cause a serious

damage to the lives and health of the people and have a great impact the daily lives of the
people as well as national economy through the rapid and nationwide spread of infections.

202154R98 RBREAFBZRES WHMAIGIR) EMNEH

Press Conference on the Request by Osaka Prefecture to Apply
Priority Measures to Prevent the Spread of Disease and other Matters

March 31, 2021
[ 1wt | © soare |

[Provisional Translation]

(On the request by Osaka Prefecture to apply priority measures to prevent the spread of
disease)

Since infections have been spreading, centered on Osaka, the Government has been
responding with heightened vigilance. It is in this context that this evening, Osaka Prefecture
made a request and the five relevant ministers met, making the decision to convene a meeting
tomorrow moming and have measures to prevent the spread of infection taken up there. That
said, the geographical areas [to be subject to such measures] and time frame [for measures to
be in effect] have not yet been formally decided. The Government will iake these response
measures in close cooperation with the local governments.

(On the time period for measures to be in effect)

As for what kind of direction will emerge in the discussions by the advisory committee, the
request by Osaka was officially received today, and the Government will act in cooperation with
Osaka in mounting a response.

(On the decision to lift the declaration of the state of emergency)

It is also a fact that there were emphatic requests in the local areas to have the declaration lifted.
Against that background, the decision was taken after consulting the experts.

(On priority measures to prevent the spread of disease being applied to areas other than Osaka
Prefecture)

That needs to be unified through collaboration, so we will respond by acting in close cooperation
with the local governments.

(On priority measures to prevent the spread of disease being applied to areas other than Osaka
Prefecture [follow-up question])

Regardless of where [the request] comes from, we have been discussing for several days what
will be necessary to mutually prevent the spread of infection between areas, and we will decide
our direction forward in light of that.
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